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SUBJECT:DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING AUGUST 9, 1977 
NO. 26 

1 . VERY SHORT BRIEFING CONTAINED FEW NOTEWORTHY ITEMS. 

IN REPLY TO QUESTION WHETHER SOME SORT OF POLICY TOWARD 
SOUTH AFRICA, PERHAPS A PRM, WAS IN PREPARATION, I DECLINED 
TO PREVIEW WHAT WE MAY OR MAY NOT BE PREPARING, OTHER THAN 
TO SAY THAT, OBVIOUSLY, THE SOUTHERN AFRICA REGION IS A 
FOCUS OF OUR CONSTANT INTEREST AND ATTENTION; I SAID I DID 
NOT WANT TO BE SPECIFIC, HOWEVER, ON WHAT WE MAY BE PRO- 
JECTING IN OUR OWN POLICY FOR THAT AREA, PARTICULARLY FOR 
SOUTH AFRICA. TO ANOTHER QUESTION WHETHER ANY CONSIDERA- 
TION WAS BEING GIVEN TO REPORTED NYERERE PRESS CONFERENCE 
STATEMENT THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE AMERICAN ARMS, I 
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SAID THERE WAS NO PLAN TO PROVIDE ARMS TO TANZANIA. 

2. CAIRO NEWSPAPER REPORT THAT ARAFAT WOULD MEET 
SECRETARY IN ALEXANDRIA AUGUST 1 1 DID NOT COME UP IN BRIEF- 
ING, BUT TO M. KALB LATER. I DENIED REPORT. QUESTIONED 
FURTHER BY KALB, I EXTENDED DENIAL TO ALL MEMBERS OF 
SECRETARY'S PARTY. CHRISTOPHER 
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